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NOTES ON RECENT ARTICLES OF A COMPARATIVE NATURE 
IN FOLK-LORE AND OTHER PERIODICALS. 

Amulets. Chervin A. : Amulettes pour femmes enceintes et ex-voto. (Bull. 
Soc. d'Anthr. de Paris, 1902, V" S., iii. 806-809.) Treats of amulets for women 
with child, from various parts of the Mediterranean region. 

Ancestor-worship. Lejeune, C. : Le culte des morts au XX" siecle. (Bull. 
Soc. d'Anthr. de Paris, 1902, V* s., iii. 97-1 n.) Treats of the survivals (heredi- 
tary and instinctive) in civilized society to-day of acts and practices related to the 
cult of the dead, which the author declares to be " the best of religions and the 
only one I wish to exist," for we have been made what we are by those who have 
gone before. See Individualism. 

Animal-sacrifice. Reinach S. : Les sacrifices d'animaux dans l'eglise chre"- 
tienne. (V Anthropologic (Paris), 1903, xiv. 59-62.) Resume's Coneybeare's 
article on the survival of animal sacrifices inside the Christian Church (Amer- 
J. of Theol, 1903, 67-90). 

Augury. Hartland, E. S. : The voice of the stone of destiny: an inquiry into 
the choice of kings by augury. (Folk-Lore (Lond.), 1903, xiv. 28-60.) Treats of 
both the literary and the folk-lore aspects of this method all over the Old World. 

Ballads. Lang, A. : Notes on ballad origin. (Ibid., 147-161.) General dis- 
cussion and reply to T. F. Henderson. Author holds that many ballads are rather 
the work of popular rhymes than " mere degraded versions of literary mediaeval 
romances." — Lang, A. : The sources of some ballads in the " Border Minstrelsy." 
(Ibid., 191-197.) Notes that in 1801 the Southron (Englishman) was confused with 
the Soudan (Turk). " Editing " and " forging " are discussed. 

Carnival. La fine del Carnavale in Italia e fuori. (Arch. p. Trad. Pop. 
(Palermo), 1902, xxi. 72-74.) Notes the "passing" of the carnival in several 
parts of Europe, its " reduction " in Italy, etc. 

Cup-stones. Capitan, L. : Pierres et baches a cupules. (Rev.de VEc. d'Anthr. 
de Paris, 1903, xiii. 88-93.) Suggests that the "pits " in these stones may repre- 
sent the funerary rite of " killing " them. 

Custom and Law. Usener, H. : Ueber vergleichende Sitten- und Rechts- 
geschichte. (Hess. Bl. f. Volksk. (Leipzig), 1902, i. 195-235.) Argues for the 
comparative study of moral regulations, codes of life, institutions, etc. References 
chiefly to classical antiquity ; also the amecht of Luxemburg. 

Deluge. Lasch, R. : Nachtrag zur Liste der Flutsagen. (Mitt. d. Anthr. Ges. 
i?i Wien, 1902, 26-27.) Adds a few deluge-myths to the list of Winternitz. 

Dolls, von Gabnay, F. : Ungarische Puppen. (Globus (Brnschwg.), 1902, 
lxxx. 205-208.) Describes the dolls of the various peoples of Hungary — Mag- 
yars, Wallachians, etc. 

Earthquakes. Lasch, R. : Die Ursache und Bedeutung der Erdbeben im 
Volksglauben und Volksbrauch. (Arch. f. Religw. (Leipzig), 1902, 236-257, 
369-383.) Resume's beliefs and customs of primitive peoples all over the globe 
concerning the origin and significance of earthquakes. Notes the Hindu origin 
of many of the myths of " world-shaking " animals. 

Exotericism. Boas, F. : The ethnological significance of esoteric doctrines. 
(Science (N. Y.), 1902, n. s. xvi. 872-874.) Argues for the study of the exoteric 
phenomena of primitive social and religious life, as expressing the more general 
ethnic facts. 

Folk-epic. Pech, T. : Die epische Volkspoesie an der Petschora. (Globus 
(Brnschwg.), 1903, lxxxiii. 156.) Resume's Ontshukof's recent address treating of 
the bylins, etc., of the Russians, Syrjanians and Samoyeds of the Petchora. 
Ontshukof collected 148 songs and 50 marchen, besides 50 MSS. 
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Folk-medicine. Gomme, A. B. : Boer folk-medicine and some parallels. 
{Folk-Lore (London), 1902, xiii. 181-183.) Cites Boer remedies for rheumatism, 
jaundice, bronchitis, toothache, earache, etc., with English analogues. 

Imagination. Brabrook, E. W. : Presidential Address. {Folk-Lore (Lond.), 
1903, xiv. 13-27.) Deals with "the light thrown by the study of folk-lore on the 
origin and development of the faculty of imagination in mankind." The author 
hopes for much from " the products of that more untutored imagination from 
which the primitive peoples have derived their incantations and their customs." 

Individualism, von Negelein, J. : Der Individualismus in Ahnencult. (Ztschr. 
f. Ethn. (Berlin), 1902, xxxiv. 49-94.) Detailed and valuable study of the devel- 
opment of individualism in relation to ancestor-worship, — with numerous biblio- 
graphical references. 

Iron. Ferraro, G. : Toccaferro. (Arch. p. Trad. Pop. (Palermo), 1901, xx. 
446-456.) Concluding section of article, treating of the folk-lore of iron imple- 
ments, arms, etc. 

" Letter of Toledo." Gaster, M. : The letter of Toledo. (Folk-Lore 
(Lond.), 1902, xiii. 115-134.) Discusses the "letter of Toledo" sent to Pope 
Clement III. in 1 184, prophesying the destruction of the world two years later. 
Points out its importance in European folk-thought. 

" Letters from heaven." Dieterich, A. : Himmelsbriefe. (Hess. SI. f. 
Volksk. (Giessen), 1902, i. 19-27.) Additional data. Notes their appearance in 
Talmudic literature, etc. In the Middle Ages they were used as amulets. — Koh- 
ler, W. : Zu den Himmels- und Hollenbriefen. (Ibid., 143-149.) Notes resemblance 
between a letter of Luther and a sixteenth century " letter from heaven." De- 
scribes the "letter from hell" of 1351. 

Marriage customs. Thurston, E. T. : Some marriage customs in southern 
India. (Madras Gov. Bull., 1903, iv. 129-179.) Comprehensive resume of data 
concerning the marriage customs of the numerous aboriginal peoples of southern 
India. — ■ Crooke, W. : The lifting of the bride. (Folk-Lore (Lond.), 1902, xiii. 226- 
251.) General discussion, with numerous bibliographical references, of "lifting the 
bride" (some varieties are related to the Saturnalia), the "petting stone" rites 
(probably " fertility charms "), etc. 

Mithraism. Cumont, F. : The mysteries of Mithra. (Open Court (Chicago), 
1902, xvi. 65-68, 167-174, 200-208, 340-355, 449-458, 522-535. Treats of the 
origin, dissemination, and influence of Mithraism in the Occident. These interest- 
ing articles appeared in book-form — The Mysteries if Mithra (Chicago, 1903). 

" Mock King." Reinach, S. : Le roi supplicie. (V Anthropologic (Paris), 

1902, xiii. 621-627.) Compares the Roman Saturnalia, the Babylonian Saca?a, the 
" King-making" of Jesus, etc. 

Monsters. Borgese, G. A. : Giganti e serpenti. (Arch. p. Trad. Pop. (Palermo), 
1901, xx. 506-520; 1902, xxi. 90-103.) First part of a detailed study of giants and 
serpents from the Chaldean Tiamat and classic Cerberus to the Sicilian dragon 
and " white women." 

Mourning. d'Enjoy, P. : Les signes exteVieurs du deuil. (Rev. Sci. (Paris), 

1903, 4 e S., xix. 496-498.) Treats generally of outward signs of mourning, with 
particular reference to the Annamese. Published also in Bull. Soc. d'Anthr. de 
Paris, 1903, V S., iv. 112 ff. 

Mutilation. Thurston, E. T. : Deformity and mutilation. (Madras Gov. 
Bull., 1903, iv. 180-201.) Treats of various mutilations of the body and its mem- 
bers among the aboriginal tribes of southern India. 

Nature and love. Arnold, R. F. : Die Natur verrat heimliche Liebe. (Ztschr. 
d. Ver. f. Volksk. (Berlin), 1902, xii. 155-167.) First part of a study of "the 
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betrayal of secret love by nature " in the folk-poetry of the Balkan peoples, 
Slavs, etc. 

Occultism. Regnault, J. : Magie et occultisme a l'Extreme-Orient. {Rev. Sci. 
(Paris), 1903, 4" s., xix. 560-562.) Treats of "phantoms" inimical to children, 
witch-dolls, philtres, etc., among the Annamese, Chinese, etc. 

Onolatry. Reinach, S. : Le culte de l'ane. (L Anthropologic (Paris), 1903, 
xiv. 183-186.) Treats of the charge of worshipping a donkey made by the pagans 
against the Jews and early Christians. 

Personal names. R., E. : Vornamen in deutschen Stadten. {Globus 
(Brnschwg.), 1902, lxxxii. 131.) ^Re'sume's the data concerning the Christian names 
of 53,775 school children in the city of Berlin and the Duchy of Coburg, contained 
in Pulvermacher's Berliner Vornamen (Berlin, 1902) and Wilhelm's Tauf- und 
Rufnamen im Herzogtum Koburg (Koburg, 1902). 

Pleiades. Hamilton, J. C. : The Pleiades in legends, Greek drama, and orienta- 
tion. {Proc. Canad. Inst. (Toronto), 1902, ii. 121-122.) Re'sume' of paper on the 
Pleiades in legend and folk-lore. 

Pseudo-relics. Lovett, E. : The modern commercial aspect of an ancient 
superstition. {Folk-Lore (Lond.), 1902, xiii. 340-347.) Treats of the influence of 
European manufacture on aboriginal charms, etc., and the repression of native art 
by " made-in-Germany " objects. 

Punishment. Thurston, E. T. : Some forms of corporal punishment in vernac- 
ular schools. {Madras Gov. Bull., 1903, iv. 217-222.) Lists varieties of punish- 
ment now or formerly in vogue in the vernacular schools of southern India. 

Religion. Verneau, M. : L'histoire des religions et l'anthropologie. {Rev. de 
TEc. d' Anthr. de Paris, 1903, xiii. 144-194.) General discussion. Author con- 
cludes that forms, not stages, of religion exist, hence no progress in the real sense 
is discernible. — Achelis, T. : Ethnology and the science of religion. {Int. Quart. 
(Burlington, Vt.), 1902-3, vi. 305-329.) Author holds that " the nearer we approach 
the beginnings of civilization, the more do we meet with a surprising agreement ia 
custom, usage, belief, thought and art. Religion, mythology, law, custom, art are 
socio-pyschological phenomena. Early ritual is largely of a material sort. Religion 
is a social function. The personal ego is but a small fraction of mental activity. 

Riddles. Tupper, F. : The comparative study of riddles. {Mod. Lang. A T otes 
(Bait.), 1903, xviii. 1-8.) Good article with numerous bibliographical references. 
Notes importance of relation of riddles to folk-custom. 

Sacred numbers, von Andrian, F. : Die Siebenzahl im Geistesleben der 
Volker. {Mitt. d. Anthr. Ges. in Wien, 1902, xxxii. 226-273.) An abstract of 
this detailed study of the folk-lore of the number seven was earlier noticed in this 
Journal. 

Smoking. Keune, J. B. : Hat man im Alterthum schon geraucht ? {Corrbl. d. 
d. Ges. f. Anthr. (Munchen), 1902, xxxiii. 25-26.) Author concludes that " pipe- 
smoking " long preceded the use of tobacco. 

Soul-bird. Goldziher, I. : Der Seelenvogel im islamischen Volksglauben. 
(Globus (Brnschwg.), 1903, lxxxiii. 301-304.) Treats, with numerous bibliograph- 
ical references, the folk-lore of the "soul-bird " among Mohammedan peoples. 

Stone-heaps. Kahle, B. : Ueber Steinhaufeninsbesondere auf Island. {Ztschr. 
d. V. f. Volksk. (Berlin), 1902, xii. 89-96, 203-210.) First two sections of a study 
of stone-heaps, stone-casting, stone-monuments, etc., and their folklorical signifi- 
cance. 

Sun-worship. Nicole, P. : Anthropologic religieuse : Deus Sol. {Bull. Soc. 
d' 'Anthr. de Paris, 1902, V° s., iii. 325-333.) Treats of religious ideas about the 
sun as deity, past and present, savage and civilized, particularly in classic times. 
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Tarshish and Ophir. Oppert, G. : Tharshish und Ophir. (Ztschr. f. Eth- 
no/. (Berlin), 1903, xxxv. 50-73 ; 212-265.) Author identifies Tartessos and Tar- 
shish with Turdetania in ancient Spain and Ophir with East Africa. 

Totemism. Lang, A. : The origin of totem-names. (Folk-Lore (Lond.), 1902, 
xiii. 347-397.) General discussion of terms and theories. Argues for " nickname "' 
theory. Reprinted in Lang's Soda/ Origins (London, 1903).' — Giuffrida-Rug- 
geri, G. : Animali totem e animali medicinali. Contributo alio studio delle su- 
perstizioni popolari in Italia. (Atti d. Soc. Rom. di Antr., 1903, ix. 161-173.) 
Treats of " totem animals " and " medicinal animals " in ancient and modern 
Italian folk-lore. Author deduces theriolatry from primitive totemism, whence 
also folk-lore. 

Yew. Lemke, E. : Die Eibe in der Volkskunde. (Ztschr. d. V. f. Vo/ksk. 
(Berlin), 1902, 25-38, 187-198.) Besides detailed discussion of the names of the 
yew and their use in topography, the author treats of the yew in folk-medicine, 
religion and mythology, art, etc. 

A.F.C. 



